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The Tale of Melon City

$H AT & Gl Agcaqol TR — IR Agcl| BT Ta &oT el T ALY A, T 3 A3

YT TA-3R (8T < W)

» Introduction to the 'Just and Placid' King

9T 1 (ATAT). The King in the poem was described as 'just and '. Fill in the blank.
3 — placid

9wl 2 (HTHTT). What structure did the King order to be built?
3d¥ — An arch

9wl 3 (A€IA). What does the word 'placid' mean in the context of the King's character?
3d¥ — It means calm and not easily excited or angered.

gesT 4 (%T&7). Why did the King want the arch to be constructed on the major thoroughfare?
3@ — He wanted it to 'edify spectators there', meaning to educate or uplift those who saw it, perhaps

to enhance the city's glory or beauty.

» The Flawed Arch and the King's Initial Reaction

9T 5 (ATAT). Why did the King get angry with the arch?
3d¥ — The King got angry because the arch was built too low, and his crown fell off when he passed
under it.

9T 6 (3HTT). What was the King's immediate reaction to the 'disgrace'?
3 — His immediate reaction was to order the chief of builders to be hanged.

93T 7 (A¥FA). The King was described as 'just and placid'. How did his reaction to the arch
contradict this description?

3@ — Even though he was 'just and placid', his immediate and severe reaction of ordering an execution
for a seemingly minor flaw (his crown falling) showed an impulsive and unjust side, contradicting his

usual nature.

» Shifting Blame: Builders, Masons, and the Architect
gesT 8 (3mHmeT). A1F fAest A sradr fradr sag?

39T — workmen &

el 9 (HTHIA). ThY o T FHhr gas?
3 — bricks &I

TR 10 (FETHA). AW o FaAr e qars, 3R 39d Tom & ¥ gomar?
3T — AG=F o &gl 'lt was the architect...!, fSIE& IS & architect T FelrT|

T 11 (Ffoe). 9 nfheae o 3= It €7 A7, O 39 F41 dF W R e W H g3 I™A?
3@ — 3nfohede o7 FEl, 'You made certain amendments to the plans when | showed them to you.' JTfe,
TS o G &1 Telled H deeld FRae d|
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» Seeking Counsel: The Wisest Man's Verdict

9eel 12 (3ATHTT). What physical limitations did the wisest man have?
3d¥ — The wisest man could not walk and could not see.

9T 13 (3HTT). What was the wisest man's first instruction about the culprit?
3d¥ — He said, 'The culprit must be punished.'

93T 14 (AEIH). Why did the King seek the wisest man's counsel?
3 — The King was confused by the shifting blame among the different people and couldn't find a

single culprit, so he sought 'some counsel' from the wisest man.

9esT 15 (%fdaA). How does the 'wisest man's' verdict highlight the theme of absurdity in the poem?
3dX — The wisest man's verdict is absurd because it literally blames an inanimate object, the arch, for
knocking off the crown and condemns it to death. This highlights the theme of absurdity by showing
how easily 'justice’ can be misdirected and how irrational decisions can be made under the guise of
wisdom, especially when the authorities are unwilling to take responsibility or think logically.

» The Arch's Fate and the Demand for a Hanging

9%l 16 (3THTT). What did the councillor object to?
3dX¥ — The councillor objected to hanging the arch.

9T 17 (3THTT). Why did the King tremble?
3 — The King trembled because he perceived the restless mood of the crowd.

9T 18 (HA€IHA). What was the King's final decision regarding the hanging, given the crowd's mood?
3d¥ — The King decided that 'someone' must be hanged, and that immediately, to appease the restless

crowd.

gesT 19 (%fSe). Explain the irony in the councillor's objection, considering the 'wisest man's' earlier
verdict.

3d¥ — The irony lies in the fact that the 'wisest man' gave an absurd verdict to hang an inanimate arch,
but it was a 'councillor' who pointed out the deeper absurdity and disrespect (shamefulness) in hanging
something that touched the King's head, thus highlighting the superficiality of the earlier 'wise' judgment.

» The King's Execution: Ironic Justice

9T 20 (ATHTT). Who was found to be the only person to fit the noose?
3 — The King himself.

96T 21 (3ATT). What phrase from the poem states the King was executed by his own rule?
3d¥ — 'Hanged by Royal Decree'.

9wl 22 (A€IA). What does 'ironic justice' mean in the context of the King's execution?
3 — It means the justice system, set up by the King, unexpectedly turned against him, leading to his
own death by the very rules he was enforcing for others.

gesT 23 (wfee). Discuss how the King's execution highlights the absurdity and lack of true justice in
Melon City.

3@ — The execution highlights absurdity because the criteria for hanging became purely physical (fitting
a noose) rather than based on guilt or responsibility. It shows a lack of true justice because the King,

who was responsible for the faulty arch and chaotic decisions, became a victim of his own arbitrary
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system, revealing a justice system without reason or genuine accountability, driven only by public

demand for a spectacle.

» Choosing the New Ruler: The Idiot and the Melon

9o 24 (3mHTT). Who was the first person to pass the City Gate?
3d¥ — An idiot.

9T 25 (3mHTeT). What did the idiot choose as the new king?
3dY¢ — A melon.

9l 26 (FAEFH). Why did the ministers devise a new custom for choosing a ruler?
3d¥ — To prevent unrest and maintain peace in the state after the king's death.

gesT 27 (%fde). Describe the ceremonial process by which the melon became king.
3 — The ministers declared the melon as the new king, 'Crowning a melon', and then 'led (carried)
the Melon to the throne and reverently set it down' with 'due ceremony', accepting the idiot's bizarre

choice.

» The Melon King and the Principles of Laissez-Faire

9ol 28 (ATHTT). What does 'laissez-faire’ mean in simple terms?
3@ — It means 'leave alone' or 'let do', implying minimal government interference.

9T 29 (ATHTA). According to the poem, were the people happy with the Melon King?
3@ — Yes, 'The people were happy and free' with the Melon King.

9%t 30 (A€gH). Why did the citizens of Melon City accept a melon as their king?
3 — They accepted the Melon King because he ensured their 'peace and liberty' and did not interfere

much in their lives, aligning with 'laissez-faire' principles.

gesT 31 (%fdaA). How does the Melon King's rule exemplify the principles of 'laissez-faire'?

3 — The Melon King's rule exemplifies 'laissez-faire' because the people valued 'peace and liberty'
above the ruler's nature. The king's lack of active governance meant less interference in their lives,
leading to a state where people were 'happy and free', which is the core idea of 'laissez-faire'.

g fFU U 3ETEXT (step-by-step)

3QTEY0T 1. HAaT & FFAR, VAT F1 TAAT FAT A1 3R 30 F47 a0 7 3meer R=r?

» Ugel §H hiddl &l Q_I§3ﬂT-ﬁ dMSsl ¢&@ar: 'In the city of which | sing, there was a just and placid King.'
Tgl & TS & TIHT Il IadT gl

» TFT 379Telr oTssi WA 'The King proclaimed an arch should be constructed...' Igl & IdT Teldl &
o TS & FAT T T ML T

» dF 87 &g T & & T 'just and placid' 2T, 3R 39 TH 'arch’ Sl T e AT
W — T ‘just' (FAANA) 3 'placid' (ATT FTAHIE) T ATl 3T TH 'arch’ (AIE) Tl FT HTeer =T
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3¢1gY0T 2. Explain the immediate cause of the King's anger and his reaction when he passed under
the arch.

» The King ordered a grand arch to be built.

» The arch was constructed, but it was 'built too low'.

» As the King rode under it, his 'crown fell off because the arch was too low.

> This incident caused a 'frown' to appear on his normally 'placid face', indicating anger and

embarrassment.

> He immediately declared it 'a disgrace' and without further thought, ordered 'the chief of builders
will be hanged'.
3t — The King's anger was immediately caused by his crown falling off as he passed under the
arch, which was built too low. He perceived this as a personal disgrace and swiftly ordered the
chief of builders to be hanged.

3CTE0T 3. TST A ggol % faest # B & F1 3meer Ban J« @Nw et & wgr % wadr 'workmen' $r
g, A e o = hyar for?

» Ugell TG AT 'the chief of builders will be hanged'.

» A% f9e8T o &g, 'O King, it was the workmen’s fault'.

> TSI & Gl 3R 379 Yjust' o seerd gU T, 'Have all the workmen hanged instead.

> AT TS o 39T Ao sger f&ar 31k workmen &t ®IET Sot &1 3meer &
3T — TS o @it workmen Y BiEY & FT 3meer &2l

3¢revur 4. Explain why the wisest man's verdict was considered 'absurd'.

» The wise man declared, 'The arch it was that banged the crown off, and it must be hanged.'

> An arch is an inanimate object, a part of a building, and cannot commit an action intentionally or
be held responsible for an 'accident'.

» Punishing an object for an event caused by human error or structural defect is illogical and lacks
reason.

> Therefore, his judgment was 'absurd' because it applied a human concept of blame and

punishment to a non-living thing.
3t — The wisest man's verdict was absurd because he sentenced an inanimate object, the arch, to
be hanged for an incident, treating it as if it had human agency and could be held morally
accountable.

3¢TgI0T 5. ST A FAT #gl fF 'Someone' must be hanged?

» Y Ug, 'the wisest man' & AEUT & BIAT oY T TG f&am 2|

» Teh HF o 39 WX 3Ufa Sias 3R #8r fF 'How can we hang so shamefully What touched your
head?' &diehi HEE o TS & HR I ST AT

» T, 'the crowd, Restless, was muttering aloud.' o 85 S<e g a5 3R papaE o=l &
et ot

> TS o #1g &T 'mood’ JTH 3eTehT IEAT @M 3R ‘trembled’ Ir=il 5T a1T|

» 3T 8T o AR, g &l ATd Fd & folv, IS o gl T 'The nation Wants a hanging. Hanged must
be Someone, and that immediately.’ Adele Hlg a HiET W T &, !
IW - o 7 Mz F TE IR AN Fr @I, 37 AT T F AT F9T F 'someone must be hanged'
FifF Wz F i TRT ff AR 37 i@ e B Gl W agmET am
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3¢revr 6. Explain the irony in the King's execution in 'The Tale of Melon City'.

> The King ordered a hanging to satisfy the restless crowd, declaring 'Hanged must be Someone,
and that immediately.'

> A search began for a person tall enough to fit the noose.

» Ironically, 'only one man was so tall He fitted. One man. That was all'

» This one man was the King himself.

» Therefore, the King was 'hanged by Royal Decree' - by his own law, for a situation he created.
3a¥ — The irony lies in the King's own decree for a hanging leading directly to his own execution,
as he was the only person who fit the noose, fulfilling a law he himself initiated to appease the

public.

3c1gIur 7. Explain how the new custom of choosing a ruler leads to a surprising outcome.

> The ministers declared a new custom: 'The next to pass the City Gate will choose the ruler'.

> An 'idiot' happened to be the first person to pass through the City Gate.

> When asked who should be the king, the idiot, who 'liked melons', simply replied, 'A melon'.

» Following the custom strictly, the ministers 'crowned a melon' and 'led the Melon to the throne',
accepting it as their new king.
3d¥ — The custom of letting the next person at the city gate choose the ruler, combined with the
random appearance of an idiot who chose 'a melon' due to his fondness for them, resulted in a

melon being crowned king.

3T 8. HfAAT ¥ HJAR, 'The Tale of Melon City' & &Nl & fav wa¥ #geaql #=1 a1 3R 3=
GG & [T F FA THER fFmar?

» HiddT H g A7 § & 'The principles of laissez faire seem to be well-established there.'

» 3HHT 7T § fF P T 379eT 'peace and liberty' Tad Ty oY, o7 foF ST it & AT ar T gl

» S 3o¢ WSSl & &I H Ueh ol A, dF 30l 9rm f& 'The people were happy and free'.

» Gfe 3¢ eifa 3 Sy e W o, safaw d 7T e @ ‘contented U, Hol & TE TH WIS @ FAT
o gl
I — FAA F AR, W F AN F AT Fa@ AGaYor 'peace and liberty' (rifar 3R 3mad)) o s
TS & T F AT THER A w=6ifE 38a 38 ¥ el A9 & s 3eF Al F S swasiy ae
2T, S laissez-faire’ & fRgHia 1 gaufar &

g qdam & v @™

* 3H HiAdl & F&I UET R 3k AUT A SIS § FHS, Fhih 3T W AIRA T HFER 37 81 S,
TSI T TGHTT HaT AT?

* IYE gl N Ueh Hecdqul cheier Uise g, TSH To & °RT & Ush AT Ygo] AH 37T &1 36 gear AR
TS Fr gfAfhar & 3T § THFSAAT, TR 39% 'just and placid' Tasa & fAuda, odier & A |

e 3@ REY ¥ 3FW I§ U 37T § fF TS & ‘just and placid'am,mm-wmﬁgvma"rﬁ?m
SIITHAS (ironic) 9Tl gl 31 [HGRT & dIg Halg &l €T & FAS |

e 3@ REH ¥ IFW 'irony' 3R 'absurdity’ arer e 3Td &1 €A I@AT fF 'wisest man' &1 haer FH
FATRAT 3R dher AT, T W AR STl

e 53U f@T0 ¥ 39E oM & 'placid' TooE 3R #fis & cag # fov v 39% haer W 3maRd oraT 3 £
'The King perceived their mood and trembled' - Jg Yehdl ITG IW&=TT|
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* 3F HET ¥ JFA 'humour' 3R 'irony' WX MR T 3T g1 €OT IW fF Fglell H Fa7 919 gRIAEIE &
AR T

e Jg 'laissez-faire' dTell HicqTe g Hecaqul gl 3/ &S qfiem # gor Srar § f& 'The Tale of Melon
City' ®f& g & 'laissez-faire' & AGUTAl I SIATAT 81 U YT F FHASTT, Sdi|

» King was 'just and placid'; ordered an arch for the city.

> Low arch -> King's crown fell -> King angry, ordered hanging.

> Blame shifted from builders to workmen, masons, then architect.

> Wisest man's verdict: blame the arch, hang it.

» Councillor objects to arch's hanging; King fears restless crowd, demands 'someone' be hanged.
» Idiot chooses melon as king by new custom to prevent unrest.

» Laissez-faire: 'leave alone', minimal rule, people valued peacel/liberty over king.
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